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Artist Profile: Those Darlins
Nashville band doesn't care how you define them
By Kolbie Stonehocker

There are certain words that seem to accompany any online mention of Thase Darlins.
When describing the Mashville, Tenn., band's 2009 self-titled debut album-with its
popular single "Red Light Love"-those words are usually "alt-country” and "cowpunk.”
Those Darlins' second album, 2011's Screws Get Loose, often got pegged as "garage
rock.” And for their entire career, the female band members have been "sassy” "tough
qirls."

Vocalist'guitarist and songwriter Jessi Zazu is sick of all the labels.

“It's really frustrating when you know that you're not just this ane little thing that people
wantyou to be," Zazu says from her home.

The trio's typical response to getiing labels slapped onto their work, she says, is, "Fuck
that, we're this now."

But, she adds, being pigeonholed is "also kind of nice because you can always keep
people guessing.”

Since Those Darlins are currently in a "transition” period between albums, that could be
a prophetic statement. With their third album, 2013's Blur the Line, the band proved they
have the gumption o test their own sonic boundaries, pushing their sound into territory
as diverse as doo-wop and psych rock, executed with plenty of raw guitar, pounding
rock rhythms and snarling energy.

But despite Blur the Line's ambition, it had a mixed reception with listeners and critics,
ho could be divided into those who embraced the band's new direction and those who
clung to Those Darlins' ragged punk beginnings or thought Blur the Line was too all

over the place.
Zazu isn't concerned with seeking approval, however-only with being truthful in the
music the band makes.

"I feel like the people that have stuck with us from the beginning or people who respect

our full career and kind of getwho we actually are ... those are the people that help me

just feel like, '"OK, I'm an artist that can make art that comes from where I'm at, and that's

OK.," she says. "And then there's another school of people who just need to have some

type of label or some type of box to Kind of putitin to make it make sense to them."

Evidently, the place where Zazu and co-vocalist'guitarist and songwriter Mikki Kvarnes

were at while making Blur the Line was a "pretty intense, serious growing stage," fazu

says. ltwas a period where they realized, she says, "if we ry 1o write songs that are just
like rying o get people going, that are just fun, silly songs, itwon't be being true o
where we are right now."... Read More

Buy tix to 3 or
more get 10% off!

ag
Hardcore band faces fufure with new fronfman
By Natalee Wilding

A decade ago, veteran pro skateboarder Mike Vallely, known as Mike V', got the chance
that every punk kid in the '80s wanted: to perform with Black Flag. Now, as of January,
he's the veteran California hardcore band's full-ime frontman.

"My mom is still shocked " Vallely says with a laugh. "She wouldn'tlet me go see Black
Flag in 1983, and now I'm their lead singer."

Vallely's big break came after he developed a relationship with the band through his
collaboration in a punk project called Good for You with sole remaining original Black
Flag member Greg Ginn. In 2003, Vallely fronted Black Flag-which formed in 1976 but
broke up in 1986-for three reunion shows in Hollywood and Long Beach, Calif.

In 2013, Ginn attempted a second reunion, this ime with former lead singer Ron Reyes.
But after one disastrous album, Whatthe ..., and a very public ousting of Reyes in
Movember that year ata concertin Perth, Australia, Black Flag started 2014 uncerain of]
the band's future.

“We had to decide if we wanted the band to end on this Kind of sour naote,” says Vallely,
ho in 2013 was working as Black Flag's tour manager. After filling in for Reyes to finish

the tour, Vallely officially joined the band as the lead vocalist at the start of 2014,

Drummer Tyler Smith and bassist Brandon Pertzborn also joined the band around the

same time.

With so many lineup changes, it would be easy to focus on the drama. But, Vallely says,
“who the singer is, or who the drummer is, is way less important than the songs
themselves."

Even though the new Black Flag has yet to record an album with its current lineup,
Vallely and the new guys have the same high energy and volume that made Black
Flag's raucous shows famous in the '80s.

Vallely says he's not sure what's next for Black Flag, but that a new album is definitely
something he and Ginn are thinking about. He says he hopes the process of making an
album will be as organic as this reincarnation of Black Flag was-"We don‘twantto puta
filter in front of the creative process."... Read More

Buy tix to 3 or
more get 10% off!

Live Music: Music Picks July 24-30
By City Weekly Staff
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Twilight Concert Series: Charles Bradley & His Extraordinaires, The Budos Band

Charles "Screaming Eagle of Soul” Bradley has a voice powerful enough to blow the
roof off any venue. But something he also has in spades is the ability to connect with his

audience, no matter how big or small-a rare quality. During shows, Bradley is visibly
grateful to be onstage, as he pours every ounce of emotion possible into his gruff voice.

On his second full-length album, 2013's Victim of Love, he sings about heartache and
the rough path he took before finally hitting it big at age 62 when he was discovered by
Daptone Records. Also on the bill is labelmate The Budos Band, a nine-piece from Mew

York City that plays a sizzling brand of instrumental Afro-soul and funk. {Kolbie
Stonehocker)
Pioneer Park, 300 South & 300 West, T p.m., 5, TwilightConcertSeries.com

FRIDAY JULY 25 - Kithkin
Granted, Seattle band Kithkin describe themselves as a "rribe of Cascadian reepunks”
with & goal of spreading “the hidden knowledge of the forest,” but their music is no flute-
heavy cutesiness; after all, Kithkin was inspired by a novel about the collapse of
civilization. With truly wild drumming-all four members play drums-and more whooping,
hollering, howling and chanting than singing, Kithkin's sound is an apocalyptic, primal
mix of psych-rock, hard-hiting punk and black magic. Their debut full-length
album, Riwals, Trances & Ecstasies for Humans in Face of the Collapse-released in
May-is full of Kitnkin's "witchee rhythms," especially in the Killer "Fallen Giants" and the
various "Din" tracks, which are drum-only interludes scattered throughout the album.
Aan, The Morth Valley and Lake Island will also perform. (Kolbie Stonehocker)
Kilby Court, 741 S. Kilby Court (330 West), 8 p.m., $6, KilbyCourt.com... Read More

Howard Jones * The Thompson
Twins' Tom Bailey » Due West *
Ultravox's Midge Ure x China Crisis
Katrina of Katrina and the Waves *
R5 Louder World Tour & many more!
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Somber Songs & Label Highlights
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Journey, Tower of Power,

Steve Miller Band at Usana
Read More
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New Tunes Tuesday:
The Black Angels, Common,

La Roux
Read More
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WIN 2 TICKETS
FOR JULY 29TH
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Enter to win a pair of tickets to see
Clap Your Hands and Say Yeah at
the Urban Lounge on July 29

Enter Here

UPCOMING EVENTS:

David Cook

Saturday, July 26
Sandy Amphitheater, all-ages

Seats: $20

Mo additional service fees! Pick up tickets at
City Weekly or have them mailed to you!
BUY NOW!
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Utah Shakespeare Festival

June 23 - Qctober 18
Cedar City, UT

Tickets: $70 (2 tickets)

30% offl No additional service fees.
Fick up tickets at City Weekly or have
them mailed to you!

BUY NOW!
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